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Pregnancy and childbirth are accompanied by various unpredictable risks. Ensuring fetal health and a safe
delivery are common goals of all families expecting newborns. To alleviate pregnancy risks, reduce medical disputes,
ensure maternal safety, and provide a safe childbirth environment, Taiwan enacted the Childbirth Accident Emergency
Relief Act on June 30, 2016, through the efforts of various parties to provide a legal basis for implementing medical
relief arrangements. The Act is also the world’ s first specialized act that governs regulations on the implementation of

medical relief for childbirth accidents.

The Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act involves a comprehensive relief system for alleviating the economic
burden of affected families in a timely manner. It also establishes an accident reporting and debugging mechanism for
root cause analysis of accidents and providing education training. In addition, the Act governs the arrangement of care

groups that improve physician—patient relationships and the health and safety of expectant mothers.

According to Article 23 of the Act, “the competent authority shall perform statistical analyses and publish the
results annually for the childbirth accident relief cases processed” . In addition to the analysis of relief cases applied
in 2021, this annual report statistically analyzed types of cases, levels of medical care institution, regional distribution,
age of mothers at childbirth, gestational age, birth parity, and possible causes of childbirth accidents applied since the
implementation of the Act in June 2016 to get the whole picture of childbirth accidents occurred in Taiwan in recent
years. In 2021, the Ministry of Health and Welfare received a total of 318 childbirth accident relief applications, of
which 26 for maternal mortality and 57 for major maternal injuries; 142 for fetal mortality, 57 for neonatal mortality
and 36 for major neonatal injuries. A total of 284 applications were approved, with a passing rate of 89.3%, by the

Childbirth Accident Relief Review Committee, and a total of NTD 217 million relief fund was granted.

Reviewing the causes of childbirth accidents occurred over the past years, it is critical for medical institutions
to identify risk factors for high-risk pregnancy prenatally and to strengthen risk control capability, such as monitoring
manpower, equipment, and the supply of drug and blood transfusion products. Emergency response and cross-
departmental communication referral should also be ensured. Once appropriate care could not be provided, the
referral process should be initiated immediately for the pregnant woman. The referral units should improve their
preparation for blood transfusion, cross-departmental communication, and emergency response capacity to provide
appropriate treatment in time for women with postpartum hemorrhage to reduce complications and provide a safer
environment for delivery. Moreover, early prenatal detection of fetal distress and emergency responses for newborns
resuscitation has become a critical issue for clinical staff. For pregnant women, regular prenatal care should be
encouraged, and education on monitoring fetal movement should be promoted. For high-risk and advanced maternal
age pregnancy, fetal growth should be particularly monitored. The medical disorders and pregnancy complications in

these women should be actively treated to prevent childbirth accidents such as fetal mortality.

To this end, the Ministry has sought for budget from the Executive Yuan, ROC (Taiwan) and been approved to
expand the prenatal care contents for pregnant women since July 1, 2021. Through early screening, clinicians could
develop individualized care to detect potential risk factors. Moreover, to reduce the financial burden of pregnant
women, the Taiwan Association of Obstetrics and Gynecology (TAOG) had requested the National Health Insurance
Administration (NHI) to provide coverage to test strips for women with gestational diabetes, which took into effect on
December 1, 2021. With the support of the government and the cooperation of the professional academic society to

improve self-monitoring and blood sugar control for pregnancy women, the childbirth accidents could be reduced.

Based on the analysis of childbirth accidents reported over the past years, the Ministry had developed six
bundles of risk management in obstetrics, which provides on-site visit to assist medical institutions in establishing and
improving the assessment and treatment for high-risk pregnancy as well as the emergency response capacity and
equipment. Looking to the future, the Ministry will continue to provide on-site visit and strengthen risk control capability
of medical institutions. By adjusting and incorporating maternal safety goals into practice, a more comprehensive

perinatal care as well as a safer environment for childbirth can be gradually established.
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