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Summary

The implementation of the Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act not only
provides timely financial assistance to families affected by childbirth accidents but
also facilitates continuous learning from these cases to promote policies such as
prenatal care and safety birth for pregnant women. This initiative strengthens the
institutional risk management assessment within the error prevention framework.
According to surveys, 70% of the public believed that the care services provided by
medical institutions enhance the doctor—patient relationship. The Ministry of Health
and Welfare continues to offer relevant communication and care courses aimed at
promoting effective communication between doctors and patients, alleviate tension,

and fostering a medical environment of mutual trust.

According to Article 23 of the Act, "the competent authority shall perform
statistical analyses and publish the results annually for the childbirth accident relief
cases processed". In 2023, the Ministry of Health and Welfare received a total of 328
applications for childbirth accident relief, including 15 for maternal mortality and 60
for major maternal injuries; 156 for fetal mortality, 70 for neonatal mortality and 27
for major neonatal injuries. A total of 300 applications were approved, resulting in
a passing rate of 91.5%, by the Childbirth Accident Relief Review Committee, with a
total relief fund of NTD 181.2 million granted.

To explore further the causes of childbirth accidents, starting in 2023, the
attribution methods used by committee members were adjusted to include primary
and secondary perinatal factors, facilitating future preventive measures. Analyses
of reports from previous years reveal that postpartum hemorrhage remains the
leading cause of maternal death. Consequently, in 2022 and 2023, the Ministry
of Health and Welfare promoted a care bundle for postpartum hemorrhage,
pregnancy induced hypertension, and pre-eclampsia, aiming to enhance medical

institutions' capacity to identify risk factors through inspections. Additionally,
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cases of neonatal death have increased, particularly among newborns delivered
by mothers over 40 years old. Further analyses of the causes of neonatal death
and major injury indicated that neonatal hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy and
intracerebral hemorrhage were prevalent. Conditions such as fetal distress and
placental abruption during labor are major factors leading to subsequent neonatal
brain injuries and meconium aspiration syndrome, which are the primary scenarios
causing neonatal death and major injury in childbirth accidents. Therefore, it is
recommended that all healthcare professionals involved in deliveries, including
pediatricians and obstetricians, must receive training in Newborn Resuscitation
Program(NRP) to ensure that they can correctly perform emergency neonatal care
in critical situations, thereby strengthening neonatal emergency medical care—a

direction we must all strive towards.

Moreover, the Ministry of Health and Welfare upholds the spirit of a no-blame
culture as embodied in the Childbirth Accident Emergency Relief Act. Through
case-by-case reviews and analyses, along with error prevention mechanisms, the
Ministry examines any preventable or avoidable systemic factors. In response to
World Health Organization' s promotion of the theme "Safe Maternal and Newborn
Care," the Ministry of Health and Welfare has added the theme "Collaborative
Efforts to Prevent Postpartum Hemorrhage and Safeguard Maternal and Newborn
Safety” to raise awareness. This focuses on identifying, preventing, and managing
potential risks during pregnancy, childbirth, and postpartum periods, emphasizing
the importance of participation from pregnant women and their families in jointly
preventing and safeguarding maternal and newborn safety. The Ministry of
Health and Welfare will continue to work towards creating a safe perinatal care

environment through both policy and practical measures in the future.
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